
DIRECTOR’S NOTE

Welcome back Spring - and Snowbirds. Memberships are now half off - great time to join! 
Also, spread the word about OLLI - bring in a new membership and receive a free one 
time class!

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Empathic Listening 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Feeling the Beat  
of the Heart:  
A Poetry Workshop 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Acts of Love in Time 
of War – Series with 
Dr. Fred Johnson  
9:30-11:30 a.m.

A Contrarian’s View 
of the First Dutch 
U.S. President: 
Martin VanBuren 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Edna Furber:  
Anne’s Book 
Discussion 
11:30-1:30 p.m.

Medieval  
Women Mystics 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Familiar Sacred 
Stories with  
New Meanings  
1:30-3:30 p.m.

American Art,  
1750-1950 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Grand Rapids  
Civic Theater: 
Yesterday  
and Today 
9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Diving Deep 
into the Pool of 
Transcendence:  
The Poetry of Rumi 
and Mary Oliver 
11:30-1:30 p.m.

The  
Planatagenet Kings 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Hinduism: A New 
Look at the World’s 
Oldest Religion  
1:30-3:30 p.m.

How They Served: 
Stories from a  
West Michigan  
Honor Flight 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Tuesday Night  
at the Movies:  
Science Fiction 
4:00-6:30 p.m.

Genetic Testing:  
Why We Have It – 
What Do We  
Learn From It? 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

A Field Trip to Africa 
through Fiction:  
Three Writers from 
Three Regions 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Three Roman 
Imperial Women 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Those Were  
the Days –  
Classic Songs  
of the 1960s 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

I Second that 
Emotion! 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Evil: And the  
God of Love  
and Power 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

The History of 
Gospel Music 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Tour of Blandford 
Nature Center  
with the “Doc” 
10:00 a.m.- Noon

Stories from a  
U.S. Marshal  
and Today’s  
World of Security 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Supernatural 
Michigan 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

The American  
Civil War: A Tragedy 
in Three Acts 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Tiny Homes  
on Wheels: 
Airstream Trailers 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

American Conflict, 
American Common 
Ground Series with 
Gleaves Whitney 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

A Walkabout  
in Japan 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

The Evolution  
of Sports 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Stalin’s Bible 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

From Revolution  
to the Belle  
Époque: Stories  
of 19th Century  
Women of Paris  
9:30-11:30 a.m.

The Lewis and  
Clark Expedition:  
1804-1806 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Science of  
Happiness 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Having Fun  
with Watercolors  
11:00-1:00 p.m.

Art Lover’s Tour  
of the Detroit 
Institute of Arts 
8:30 a.m. -5:30 p.m.

FREE MEMBER 
CLASSES

The Art of 
Collaboration 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Keep on the Grass: 
A Brief History of 
Grand Rapids Parks 
9:30-11:00 a.m.
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MONDAY
Empathic Listening
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

1 Class – April 1

Colby Franzblau has 
extensive training in 
pilates, yoga, Tai Chi 
and also empathic 
listening.

If someone comes 
to you and shares 

that their beloved pet has just died, 
you might respond to their grief 
in several ways. However, there is 
the correct thing to say! Giving the 
proper response will assist them not 
just emotionally, but physiologically 
as well. They will feel comforted, and 
happy to have had the conversation. 
Join Colby as she explores this gift 
of listening deeply, and reacting to 
others in a way that allows them 
to heal. It takes practice, but once 
mastered, you will understand the 
importance of empathic listening.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Feeling the Beat of the Heart:  
A Poetry Workshop
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

3 Classes - April 1, 8 & 15

Becky Knack 
received a BA from 
Southwestern 
University in English 
literature and her MA 
in Linguistics from the 
U of M. She taught for 
21 years at East Grand 

Rapids High School. 

In this class, participants will 
experiment with using poetic forms 
to express feelings of joy, loss, 
wonder, gratitude, and other human 
emotions. Writing in prescribed 
forms can offer a means to express 
these emotions in ways that are 
surprisingly freeing. Participants 
will be given assignments that 
include examples of poetry written 
in forms that can be emulated. For 
your inspiration you may read Love 
Poem by Gary Miranda and Question 
by May Swenson. We’ll read many 
other poems in class. 

M: Bronze: $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

Acts of Love in Time of War – 
Series with Dr. Fred Johnson 
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

Fred Johnson, Ph.D., 
is associate professor 
of history at Hope 
College. His primary 
field of study is 19th 
Century U.S. History, 
specifically, the Civil 

War. He is currently completing 
a book America’s Blind Spot: 
U.S. Foreign Policy in Africa 
1945-present.

April 8 – Wingmen Till the End – 
One was black. One was white. Jim 
Crow segregation said they were 
separate in all things and equal in 
none. But when one faced danger in 
Korea, his friend acted on a promise 
that he’d pursue to the end of his 
days. 

April 29 – Communists Bowed 
Before God – The Communist 
soldier aimed his rifle at the head of 
his American prisoner of war.  

• Reminder: No OLLI credit/refund will be given without a 48 hour notice, and all credits must be used before the academic year ends.

• All classes are held in the Browne Center (2001 Robinson RD SE) unless noted or notified.

• Class cancellations due to weather at OLLI are based on Aquinas College closing – please check local TV stations and aquinas.edu

• All special interest groups and small discussion groups require membership.

PRO-RATED MEMBERSHIPS 
STILL AVAILABLE
Because OLLI’s year is half over, we have reduced our annual Bronze and Silver 
membership fee by 50%. As of February 1, Bronze Memberships are only $12.50,  
and Silver Memberships are $30 through June 2019.

All membership advantages still apply with reduced pricing on tuition classes.

When you purchase a membership, you help the OLLI at Aquinas College program!

OLLI TUITION COURSES



M = members      NM = non-members3

Just before shooting, the 
Communist was confronted by 
another American who saved his 
fellow soldier and the lives many 
others. 

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Note: Price is per lecture

Location: Donnelly Center

Edna Furber:  
Anne’s Book Discussion
Monday, 11:30-1:30 p.m.

4 Classes – April 29, May 6, 13 & 20 

Anne Horvitz, J.D. 
received her Masters 
from Harvard and her 
J.D. from Cooley Law 
School.

Four Edna Ferber 
novels: So Big, 

Pulitzer Prize: a courageous, 
enterprising widow/farmer, 
encouraging her son toward 
architecture instead of farming; 
Showboat: the colorful life of a 
theater group on the Mississippi; Ice 
Palace: Alaskans’ efforts to achieve 
statehood; two grandfathers, one 
very rich, the other very idealistic, 
vying to influence their orphaned 
granddaughter; and Cimarron: the 
struggles of a young lawyer/editor 
and his well-bred wife in starting 
newspapers on the Oklahoma 
frontier. Possible reviews: Roast 
Beef Medium: humorous account 
of travails of a divorced Midwestern 
petticoat saleswoman: Great Son: 
the Klondike gold rush and four 
generations of a Seattle family; 
and Sarasota Trunk: the schemes 
of a shrewd, but elegant couple 
at racetrack resort. Reading books 
advisable, but not necessary. 
Advance summaries will be 
provided. Optional film adaptations.

M: Bronze $68 Silver $56

Maximum: 19

Members Only

Medieval Women Mystics
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

2 Classes – May 6 & 13

Alice Chapman, 
Ph.D., is an assistant 
professor of medieval 
history at GVSU. Alice 
earned her Ph.D. 
from the University of 
Cambridge, her MA in 

Religion from the School of Divinity at 
Yale University and her BA in history 
from Utah State University. Her 
scholarly work focuses on intellectual 
and religious history of medieval 
Europe.

In a world where women were 
supposed to be silent, female 
mystics of the Middle Ages spoke 
with the authority of God. None 
of these women was allowed to 
hold an official office within the 
church, but nevertheless they 
spoke. Commanded by God to write 
what she saw, Hildegard of Bingen 
thought her very life depended 
on communicating the divine 
visions she experienced. For her, 
silence was quite literally, death. 
From mystical marriages to Jesus, 
to the gift of tears and visions that 
criticized and called the church to 
reform, come and find out how 
these extraordinary female mystics 
of the 11-14th centuries changed 
the church forever.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Familiar Sacred Stories with 
New Meanings 
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

3 Classes – May 6, 13 & 20

Sheldon Kopperl, 
Ph.D., is Professor 
Emeritus of Biomedical 
Sciences and Liberal 
Studies at GVSU. He 
retired after a 47-year 
career at GVSU, where 

he taught history of science and 
religious studies classes. He remains 
active in the GR Interfaith dialogue 
community.

Christians, Jews and Muslims are 
familiar with many of human 
characters in the narratives of 
their sacred scriptures. What is 
less well known is how the stories 
themselves in some cases, and far 
more often, the interpretations of 
these narratives differ dramatically 
in each of the three Abrahamic 
faiths. Sheldon will examine in detail 
the near sacrifice of Abraham’s son; 
the adventures of Joseph, and the 
struggles of the prophet Jonah. He 
will also discuss other narratives 
in less detail each week of this 
session. Anyone familiar with the 
Hebrew Bible/Old Testament and/
or the Qur’an will find this course 
most interesting and challenging. 
On the premise that there are 
multiple legitimate explanations 
of these narratives, we can learn 
to appreciate the work of the 
commentators who explained these 
stories to their faith communities.

M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

American Art, 1750-1950
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

2 Classes – May 6 & 13

Henry Luttikhuizen, 
Ph.D., received his 
doctorate from the 
University of Virginia 
and is a professor 
of art history at 
Calvin College He 

has authored numerous books and 
articles on medieval and northern 
renaissance art.

In this course, students will study 
American paintings produced from 
Colonial times through the end 
of World War II. Prof. Luttikhuizen 
will focus on the ways in which 
art was formed and helped shape 
our cultural identity during this 
time-frame. Special attention will 
be given to works of art in the 
collection of the Detroit Institute of 
Arts. The class will conclude with a 
trip to the DIA on May 17 for those 
who wish to attend.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

COURSES CONT.
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A Contrarian’s View of the  
First Dutch U.S. President: 
Martin VanBuren
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

1 Class – April 15
James Booth Burr, 
Jr., Attorney and 
Counselor of Law at 
Burr Law, received a 
BA from MSU and a 
JD from Wayne State 
University Law School. 
His areas of specialty 

are real estate, probate and elder 
law, and consumer protection. He 
has served on many Boards in the 
community, including the  
Grand Rapids Ballet, Grand Rapids 
Police Advisory Board, and  
John Ball Park Zoo.
James will discuss one of our least 
known presidents, President Martin 
Van Buren. Van Buren was a NY 
Governor, US Senator and VP to 
Andrew Jackson before becoming 
president for one term. He was 
defeated by Gen. William Henry 
Harrison (Tippicanoe and Tyler, 
Too). Van Buren’s VP was Richard 
Johnson from Kentucky, and at that 
time in history, the presidential and 
vice-presidential candidates ran 
separately. As it turned out, Johnson 
became a liability for Van Buren (and 
the democrats) so President Van 
Buren campaigned for re-election 
without a running mate. He was 
called the “Little Magician” because 
he was 5’5” tall, and because his first 
3 months were very prosperous. 
(That, however, quickly dissolved 
into a bust.) His presidency was 
certainly unusual, but - interesting!
M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Grand Rapids Civic Theater: 
Yesterday and Today
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

1 Class - May 20

Bruce Tinker has been 
the executive and 
artistic director of the 
Grand Rapids Civic 
Theatre since 1999. 
Before that, he was 
the managing artistic 

director of the Civic for over 8 years. 
He has continued the tradition of 

bringing outstanding local theatre to 
West Michigan.

Join Bruce as he talks about the 
past, present and future of the 
Grand Rapids Civic Theatre. The 
Grand Rapids Civic Theatre & 
School of Theatre Arts, located 
in downtown Grand Rapids was 
founded in 1925 and has grown 
into one of the largest community 
theatres in the United States. The 
Theatre continues to be committed 
to enhancing the cultural life 
of West Michigan by creating 
opportunities for people to show 
their talents. Bruce will talk about 
what’s new and what great shows 
will be in our future!

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

TUESDAY
Diving Deep into the Pool of 
Transcendence: The Poetry of 
Rumi and Mary Oliver
Tuesday, 11:30-1:30 p.m.

3 Classes – April 2, 9 & 16

Kathleen Higgins is 
a psychotherapist in 
Ada, and has been 
attending classes at 
OLLI for over a decade. 
She finds poetry 
inspiring to listen to 

and read. She is also a spiritual seeker 
and how better than to enjoy the 
journey in the eternal writings of well-
known and honored poets.

What does a 13th century poet born 
in Afghanistan and a contemporary 
poet from New England have in 
common? Find out as we read and 
listen to the inspired words of these 
mystical poets who express their 
gifts in describing the Sacred in 
everyday life. Experience the ways 
poetry transforms our inner life and 
grounds us in the experience of 
the Divine through nature and the 
delight of our senses. Mary Oliver’s 
poetry collection Devotions and 
Andrew Harvey’s The Way of Passion: 
A Celebration of Rumi will be the 
foundation for our class. 

M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 

Maximum: 19

Members Only

The Planatagenet Kings
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

2 Classes – April 9 & 16

Gary W. Burbridge, 
Ph.D., taught 
anthropology and 
history at GRCC for 36 
years. While at GRCC, 
he developed courses 
in Native American 

Cultures, Introductory Archaeology, 
and Irish Archaeology. As a professor, 
he co-led tours to Europe, including 
study tours to Ireland. 

In this course, students examine the 
lives and the events surrounding 
the Plantagenet kings. While the 
term is commonly used, students 
will examine its origins and the 
circumstances surrounding the 
term. From King John’s boy, who 
becomes Henry III, through Edward 
I (the longshanks), and ending with 
Richard II and uprising of 1381, we 
will look at the politics, economic 
conditions, and the social realities 
of this roughly 200 year portion of 
English history.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Hinduism: A New Look at the 
World’s Oldest Religion 
Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

4 Classes – April 9, 16, 23 & 30 

Fred Stella, writer and 
lecturer, is an ordained 
Pracharak (Outreach 
Minister) for the West 
Michigan Hindu 
Temple. He is currently 
president of Interfaith 

Dialogue Association and hosts 
its weekly radio program. Fred has 
practiced daily meditation for 30 years.

Of all the great religions of the 
world, it is agreed by scholars 
that Hinduism is the oldest. It’s so 
ancient that unlike the Abrahamic 
faiths, Hinduism has no origin 
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story or founder. Yet, it has been a 
source of inspiration for millions 
over the centuries. Currently, it is 
the 3rd largest religion in the world, 
though only 3 countries have a 
Hindu majority population. In this 
class, students will learn about 
Hinduism’s deep theology; and 
why adherents oppose the idea 
that their faith is polytheistic, even 
though they appear to have many 
gods and goddesses. The teachings 
of Mahatma Gandhi will also be 
examined.

M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80

How They Served: Stories from 
a West Michigan Honor Flight
Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

2 Classes – April 23 & 30

James Smither, 
Ph.D., is professor of 
history at GVSU, and 
directs the Veterans 
History Project there. 
He teaches courses 
in European history, 

military history and also conducts oral 
history interviews with area veterans 
for the archives. 

In May of 2015, a group of veterans 
from West Michigan took an Honor 
Flight to Washington, DC. These 
veterans served in all branches of 
the armed forces, most of them 
either during or immediately after 
World War II. Between them, they 
served all around the world, doing 
everything from battling German 
tanks to working as a DJ in an army 
hospital in New Jersey. Interviewers 
from the Grand Valley State 
University Veterans History Project 
recorded oral history interviews 
with 81 of these veterans, and have 
published a book based on their 
stories. In this course, Dr. James 
Smither, the Project director, will 
draw on the book and interview 
videos to introduce some of the 
veterans and their stories to show 
the wide variety of experiences that 
people from our community had 
when called upon to serve their 
country.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Tuesday Night at the Movies: 
Science Fiction
Tuesday, 4:00-6:30 p.m.

May 7, 14 & 21 

Henry Idema, Ph.D., 
received a BA and 
an MA at U of M and 
a Ph.D. from the 
University of Chicago 
and is an ordained 
Episcopal priest 

who did his theological training in 
Cambridge, MA. He has authored two 
books and for over 30 years has been 
writing columns for newspapers in 
West Michigan.

Science fiction films, especially 
through the fifties, dealt with 
the social issues of the day. The 
following three movies do just that.

May 7 - Invasion of the Body 
Snatcher – this classic 1950’s film 
has as its backdrop the fear of 
Communism and the political 
reactions to our anxieties. Kevin 
McCarthy, Dana Wynter, Carolyn 
Jones. Directed by Don Siegel.

May 14 - The Time Machine—this 
movie was filmed at the end of 
the 1950’s and depicts the fears of 
war and its destructive nature. Rod 
Taylor, directed by George Pal. It 
won the Oscar for special effects.

May 21 - Pleasantville—this movie 
is a recent entry into the genre, but 
depicts the fears of “the other” in the 
1950’s, especially people of color. 
Tobey Maguire, Jeff Daniels, Don 
Knotts, Reese Witherspoon, William 
H. Macy.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 

Price is per date – Please add $5  
per date for pizza and beverage fee.

Maximum: 40 

Members Only

Genetic Testing:  
Why We Have It –  
What Do We Learn From It?
Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

2 Classes – May 7 & 14

Dave Evans, MS, 
is a career research 
scientist with a 
graduate degree 
in zoology from 
the University 
of Wisconsin-

Milwaukee. He has had a 40 year 
career as a protein biochemist and 
molecular biologist that includes 
basic as well as pharmaceutical 
research.

This course will introduce the 
science behind the genetic testing 
revolution and touch on the history 
of how this discipline has crept into 
the public conversation. Dave will 
address the basics of DNA and how 
it is analyzed as well as examine 
what kind of data one can expect to 
receive if you have ancestral genetic 
analysis done. He will also discuss 
how the information found in our 
DNA can be used to potentially 
predict health related problems 
associated with some diseases. The 
benefits as well as the limitations 
of these rapidly growing genetics 
market will make for an interesting 
talk.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

A Field Trip to Africa  
through Fiction:  
Three Writers from  
Three Regions
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

3 Classes – May 7, 14 & 21

David Hoekema, 
Ph.D., Professor of 
Philosophy Emeritus, 
Calvin College, has 
lived and taught 
in Kenya, Uganda, 
Ghana and South 

Africa, and he is the author of We Are 
the Voice of the Grass: Interfaith 
Peace Activism in Northern 
Uganda. 

COURSES CONT.
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Recent novels and stories from 
African writers provide invaluable 
insights into life in that continent 
today and into African worldviews. 
Because professor Hoekema finds 
fiction to be as important a source 
as history or anthropology, he 
looks forward to sharing ideas from 
writers with OLLI members this 
spring. In July’s People, a gripping 
novel by Nobel Prize-winning South 
African writer Nadine Gordimer first 
published in 1982, Dr. Hoekema 
will probe the complexities of 
race and identity in Gordimer’s 
country under the apartheid 
regime. Sudanese writer Leila 
Aboulela’s 2018 collection of short 
stories, Elsewhere, Home, explores 
the challenges faced by Muslims 
from East Africa seeking a new life 
in Europe. And in the selection, 
Foreign Gods Inc., published in 2014 
by Nigerian author Oke Ndibe, 
professor Hoekema will talk about 
a Nigerian cabbie in New York 
who hopes to make a fortune by 
stealing a sacred idol from his home 
village. Each book uncovers aspects 
of contemporary life in Africa in 
a different region, and each is an 
engaging -- sometimes hilarious 
-- narrative. Nice if students read 
any or all of the books, but not 
necessary. 

M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

WEDNESDAY
Three Roman Imperial Women
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

3 Classes – April 3, 10 & 17

Albert Bell, Ph.D., 
is a professor of 
history at Hope 
College. His research 
interests focus on 
ancient Rome in the 
first century A.D. In 

addition to articles and stories, Dr. Bell 
has published historical mysteries for 
adults and children, his most recent, 
Death in the Ashes, the fourth in the 
Pliny series.

The Roman Empire had Emperors, 
but those Emperors had sisters, 
wives and daughters who often 
determined who became Emperor 
and what they were able to do. For 
the first half of the first century AD, 
three women—Augustus’ daughter 
Julia, Julia’s daughter Agrippina and 
her granddaughter Agrippina, the 
Younger—had so much influence 
in the imperial household that 
men like Tiberius and Nero had to 
eliminate them to maintain their 
own power. 

M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

Those Were the Days –  
Classic Songs of the 1960s
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

1 Class – April 10

Gemini, Ann 
Arbor’s nationally 
known folk duo 
(twin brothers, 
San and Laz 
Slomovits) grew 

up on the classic folk songs of the 
1960’s. Join them for a program of 
the quintessential songs of Bob 
Dylan, Joan Baez, Pete Seeger, 
Joni Mitchell, Peter, Paul and Mary, 
Simon and Garfunkel, and others. 
Come hear “If I Had a Hammer,” 
“Blowing in the Wind,” “Where Have 
All the Flowers Gone,” “Bridge Over 
Troubled Waters” and many more, 
even including some of the timeless 
songs of Motown and the Beatles. 
This is a tribute and celebration—
sing along, or sit back, listen and 
reminisce.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

I Second that Emotion!
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

1 Class – April 24

Dave Kampfschulte 
is Director of Amazing 
Circles Workshops, 
veteran educator, 
author of I’m Dying 
to Talk with You, and 
Amazing Circles, and 
a frequent presenter 

at OLLI both on and off campus. His 
interactive classes are full of energy, 
empathy, humor, and many stories. 

You learned how to read, write, 
count, and memorize in school. 
Chances are you never were taught 
how to recognize and manage 
your emotions, identify them 
in others, and the wide ranging 
effect they have on yourself and 
your relationships. Dave will lead a 
stimulating and thought provoking 
session on what you missed the first 
time around and the fascinating 
field of emotional intelligence.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Evil: And the God of  
Love and Power
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

4 Classes – April 24, May 1, 8 & 15

Rev. Maurice Fetty 
received degrees from 
Union Theological 
Seminary, NYC, and 
a MA from Butler 
University and a 
Master of Divinity 

from Christian Theological Seminary. 
Rev. Fetty now retired, spent the 
majority of his career as minister of 
Mayflower Congregational Church 
in Grand Rapids. He has published 15 
books and numerous articles.

Join Rev. Fetty for an exploratory 
voyage and adventure which 
inevitably will lead us toward the 
“Rock of Gibraltar” against which all 
religions and rationalistic systems 
risk shipwreck – namely the Rock 
of Gibraltar of Evil in the contest of 
an all-loving, all knowing and all-
powerful God. Rev. Fetty will discuss 
the classic challenges to theology 
and philosophy. The responses 
technically are called theodicies, 
which means “justifying the ways of 
God to man.” No doubt this will be 
an exasperating exploration. But, 
there may be some unexpected 
rewards if we can avoid total 
shipwreck against the “Rock of 
Gibraltar.” Rev. Fetty invites all risk-
takers on board.

M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80
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The History of Gospel Music
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

3 Classes – May 1, 8 &15

Jon VanderPloeg, 
attorney at Smith, 
Haughey, Rice & 
Roegge, he is an 
avid record collector, 
listener and music 
historian.

Religion and religious beliefs have 
been prominent inspiration for 
music through the ages. But what 
we call “gospel music” has its origins 
in America, mostly since the mid-
1800. There were no recordings 
until Edison did his thing, so we 
will start there. Most of “Gospel 
Music” has been the province of 
African Americans. Often these 
writers, musicians and performers 
appealed to the joy of the message 
– that one day the toil, trouble and 
burdens of this life will give way to 
something far better. Some gospel 
rocks, like Sister Rosetta Tharpe, the 
godmother of rock and roll. Some 
gospel is majestic, like Mahalia 
Jackson (but she could rock too). 
Gospel music fueled the Civil Rights 
Movement, providing anthems 
that gave it wings. Gospel music 
fostered its secular sibling – soul. 
Our exploration of gospel music will 
give you a new appreciation for it, 
and likely an urge to throw yours 
hands to the air with a heartfelt, 
bone-shaking HALLELUJA.

M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

Tour of Blandford Nature 
Center with the “Doc”
Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. - Noon

1 Class – May 15

Mary Jane 
Dockeray, Ph.D., was 
Curator Naturalist of 
the Blandford Nature 
Center from 1968-
1990. She was named 
one of Michigan’s 

Women of the Year and inducted into 
Michigan’s Hall of Fame.

Have you visited Blandford Nature 
Center? It is a 143 acre natural gem 
within Grand Rapids’ city limits. 
Founding director Mary Jane 

Dockeray will be your escort as you 
witness spring in bloom, visit living 
Michigan creatures up close, historic 
buildings and expanding farm.  
Meet in the Interpretive Building  
at the Center no later than  
9:45 a.m. – Hillburn Ave. NW

M:  Bronze $17 Silver $14 

Note: All registrations please  
add $3 entrance fee

Maximum:  30 - Members Only

Stories from a U.S. Marshal  
and Today’s World of Security
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

1 Class – May 22

John Kendall is 
the co-founder and 
owner of a security/
investigation business 
based in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan with 
offices in Lansing, 
Michigan, and Detroit, 

Michigan. This company is the largest 
of its kind in western Michigan and 
is rated as one of the fastest growing 
privately held companies in Michigan, 
with a workforce of 2,200 employees.

President Washington appointed 
the first 13 U.S. Marshals in 1789 and 
President Trump appointed the most 
recent group in 2017. John Kendall 
was appointed by President Reagan 
for the Western District of Michigan 
and served for 13 years before 
retiring. John will present the history 
and duties of the Marshals including 
Tommy Lee Jones, Matt Dillon, Gary 
Cooper, and many others including 
Ronald Reagan. He will outline the 
appointment and selection process 
and why the first Congress and 
President Washington decided to 
make this position a presidential 
appointment and why all the 
Deputy Marshals are hired through 
the civil service system. As the CEO 
of a multiple million-dollar private 
security company today, John will 
also describe the challenges we face 
as it relates to terrorism, workplace 
violence, school violence and other 
threats that are becoming more 
abundant.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Supernatural Michigan
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

1 Class – May 22

Amberrose 
Hammond has 
researched legends, 
ghost stories, haunted 
places, old true crime 
and other strange 
topics in Michigan 

for over two decades. She holds a 
BA. in Language and Literature from 
GVSU, curates Michigan’s Other 
side, a website exploring all things 
unusual and spooky in the Great Lakes 
state and is the author of Ghosts & 
Legends of Michigan’s West Coast, 
Wicked Ottawa County, and Wicked 
Grand Rapids. She has a passion for 
introducing fun Michigan history to 
people in an entertaining way. 

Ghost stories and haunted locations 
have long been a part of our 
Michigan folklore and culture. 
Learn about Michigan’s history 
and hauntings, spooky legends, 
Spiritualism, strange creatures, 
creepy crimes and more! Explore 
what makes the paranormal so 
captivating and so much fun to learn 
about. 

M: $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

THURSDAY
The American Civil War:  
A Tragedy in Three Acts
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

4 Classes – April 4, 11, 18 & 25

Dan Miller, Ph.D., 
retired Calvin College 
history professor, loved 
history, especially 
books about the U.S. 
Civil War, and read 
every book our local 

library had on the subject. He majored 
in history at Westmont College and 
did so again in grad school at the 
University of North Carolina in Chapel 
Hill. His professors introduced him to 
the tortured history of race relations 
that is a major theme of Civil War 

COURSES CONT.



Call to register: 616.632.2430 8

and Reconstruction history. While 
his primary field of study was Latin 
American history, he continues to read 
and reflect and teach courses on the 
Civil War and Reconstruction.

The middle of the nineteenth 
century was a watershed in U.S. 
history: the Federal Union broke 
apart after a generation of sectional 
bickering; four years of war cost 
nearly three quarters of a million 
dead and left half the nation in 
ruins; and a campaign to promote 
racial justice was undone by vicious 
paramilitary violence. The nation 
that emerged from the ordeal was 
richer and more powerful than 
ever before but was little closer 
to the egalitarian promise of the 
Declaration of Independence than 
it had been before the war. This 
course deals with the history of 
slavery and the secession crisis, rival 
explanations of the war’s outcome, 
and the controversial history of 
Reconstruction.

M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80

Tiny Homes on Wheels:  
Airstream Trailers
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

1 Class – April 18 

David Winick’s 
association with 
Airstream trailers 
began out of a 
hobby, but within 
years resulted in his 
being approached 

by the Airstream Corporation and 
commissioned to design their 75th 
Anniversary trailer in 2007. It was a 
limited edition of 75 units and sold 
out before the end of production. He 
now custom builds trailers for many 
folks whose names are recognizable 
including James Hetfield of Metallica, 
Anthony Kiedas of the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers, Patrick Dempsey, the Energizer 
Bunny creator, and the CEO of 
Airstream. He has authored a couple of 
books: Airstreams, Custom Interiors 
and Living the Airstream Life. 

Join David as he shows some of his 
best tiny trailer work and the stories 
behind them. He will not only talk 
about his hobby, now profession, 
but also about a new film by Eric 
Bricker titled, Alumination, which 
will feature more of his work and 
interviews.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

American Conflict, American 
Common Ground Series with 
Gleaves Whitney
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Gleaves Whitney, 
director of GVSU’s 
Hauenstein Center 
for Presidential 
Studies, will continue 
this series of lectures 
on conflict in 

American history as seen through 
the eyes of its major antagonists. 

April 18 – Causes of Today’s 
Political Discontent: Gleaves 
will turn away from a focus on 
history to discuss our current 
hyperpolarization. Are the sources 
of our current discontent political, 
social, or cultural? Did our serious 
troubles begin with President Trump 
or President Obama? Or are we 
missing the elephant in the room?

May 23 – Can America Achieve 
Common Ground: In this wrap-up, 
Gleaves will challenge the class to 
articulate the lessons learned from 
this series of ten presentations 
on American conflict/American 
common ground. Despite what we 
may have learned, serious difficulties 
remain in our quest for the common 
good. Quoting the Preamble of the 
U.S. Constitution, we wonder how 
“We the People” can cross bitter 
partisan divides “in Order to form a 
more perfect Union”? Along the way, 
can we achieve real gains, or do we 
make the mistake of thinking we can 
solve the unsolvable?

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Note: Price is per lecture

Location: Donnelly Center

A Walkabout in Japan
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

1 Class – April 25

Kate Dernocoeur’s 
love for hiking led her 
to reignite an old love 
affair with Japanese 
culture in October, 
2018. Join her for an 
armchair adventure 

to the pathways, traditional ryoken 
(inns), and local cuisine. Recently 
retired as a firefighter-EMT with Ada 
Fire Department, she stays active with 
other emergency service, including 
Kent County Search & Rescue’s K9 Unit 
and her work as a medical examiner 
investigator. She bases her adventures 
from her home in Vergennes Twp, 
between Ada and Lowell.

Get ready to shatter any 
preconceived notions you have 
about Japan, and go on this 55-
mile walkabout with Kate. With 
more than 70 percent of the land 
undeveloped, there’s a lot of 
interesting terrain to see in Japan. 
Our group concentrated on the 
largely-forgotten Kunisaki peninsula 
on the island of Kyushu (south of 
the more heavily-populated island 
of Honshu). A thousand years ago, 
the peninsula was a main center 
for the growth of Buddhism in 
Japan, and its stunning ridges and 
hidden valleys are filled with shrines, 
temples, and pilgrimage routes. 
In addition to a wonderful tour 
of Japan’s natural splendors (also 
including the island of Himeshima), 
you will “spend” a little time in the 
fabulous and historic city of Kyoto. 
Ikimasho! Let’s go!

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

The Evolution of Sports
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

1 Class – May 2

Michael P. Lombardo 
Ph.D. is Professor of 
Biology at GVSU where 
he teaches classes in 
Evolution, Human 
Evolution, Human 
Sexuality, Ornithology, 
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and Vertebrate Natural History. He 
earned a B.S. in Zoology from Ohio 
State University (M.S. and Ph.D. 
degrees in Zoology) and Ecology 
from Rutgers University. Trained as an 
ornithologist, he has more recently 
turned his attention to topics in 
human evolution, and has published 
papers on the evolution of sports.

Sport is a human universal. People 
everywhere enthusiastically play and 
watch sports and games between 
rival teams which are important 
social events sometimes attracting 
crowds of over 100,000 fans. Indeed, 
sports are so important in the lives 
of many, especially men, that they 
collectively spend billions of hours 
and dollars playing, watching, 
and discussing sports. Why do we 
care so much about something so 
costly that seems to have no direct 
biological purpose? Surprisingly, 
sports have received little attention 
from evolutionary biologists. This 
course presents a biological theory 
of sports rooted in Darwin’s theories 
of evolution by natural and sexual 
selection that will help explain why 
people care so much about the 
outcomes of games and the people 
that play them.

M:  Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM:  $20

Stalin’s Bible
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

2 Classes – May 16 & 23

Scott Lingenfelter, 
Ph.D., is a visiting 
professor at GVSU, 
and specializes in 
early 20th century 
Russian history and 
teaches courses 

in world, European, and American 
history. Recent books include Russia 
in the 21st Century and The Modern 
West: Issues and Perspectives. His 
current project is the story of the Soviet 
sale of the world’s oldest Bible to the 
British Museum in 1933. 

Professor Lingenfelter will explore 
the fascinating story behind Stalin’s 
decision to sell the Codex Sinaiticus, 
the world’s oldest Bible and the 
Russian Orthodox Church’s 

most valuable possession, to the 
British Museum in the midst of the 
Great Depression. Join Scott as 
he travels with this treasure on an 
unforgettable journey.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

FRIDAY
From Revolution to the Belle 
Époque: Stories of 19th 
Century Women of Paris 
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

1 Class – April 5

Steve Soper is 
a former digital 
photo archivist and 
photographer. Steve 
also volunteers as a 
curator at the Museum 
of Computer Art.

Charlotte Corday, Marie Bashkirtseff, 
Elisabeth Vig´ee Le Brun, Sophie 
Blanchard, Jane Avril, Loie Fuller, 
Juliette Recamier, Berthe Morisot 
are just a few of the fascinating 
women you’ll meet in this course. 
French, Russian, American, so many 
incredible women brought their 
talents to Paris and helped define 
the history and culture of France. 
Many were superstars of their time 
but are too often forgotten today. 
But no more! Enjoy this journey 
with these superstars whose work 
transcends time, whose spirit lives 
on in paintings, in literature, in 
the very culture of European and 
Western Civilization.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

The Lewis and Clark 
Expedition: 1804-1806
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

2 Classes – April 5 & 12

Kathleen Ebers 
Piccard earned a 
degree in history from 
MSU and spent the 
next 32 years teaching. 
She is a long standing 
member of the Lewis 

and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation 
and attends many of the annual 
national meetings. 

In May, 1804, Meriwether Lewis and 
William Clark set out on an amazing 
journey across the Louisiana 
Territory. It has been 200 years since 
then, but their U.S. conquests and 
stories of personal adventures have 
given them a place in history as two 
of the world’s greatest explorers. 
Kathy will take us on the trail with 
these true American heroes who 
faced unknown people, harsh 
conditions and unexplored lands. 
Join in from the beginning to the 
aftermath of this journey and 
discover new insights from why 
President Jefferson sent them - to 
the amazing discoveries found along 
the way – to the importance of a 
fifteen year old Native American girl 
named Sacagawea. Get your boots 
on and come along the rugged 
footpath with us. 

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Science of Happiness
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

1 Class – April 26

Tim Cusack is a 
speaker, trainer and 
corporate entertainer 
who has inspired 
people to appreciate 
life, work and 
relationships. Tim 

tours nationally presenting trainings 
for corporations, educators and 
health care organizations. He is also a 
professional actor and performs in TV 
and radio commercials.

Do you ever wonder what makes 
us happy? What doesn’t make 
us happy? Why some people are 
happier than others? Why happiness 
matters in the workplace and at 
home? There is a growing body of 
significant research on who is happy 
and why. In this presentation, Tim 
will take the class through some 
of the findings and help us all 
understand how to be happier and, 
thus improve our lives. 

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

COURSES CONT.
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FREE MEMBER CLASSES AT THE BROWNE CENTER 

The Art of Collaboration
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.

April 26 

Ron and Miriam Pederson have created collaborative 
works of sculpture and poetry since 1989 and have 
exhibited in regional and local venues annually since that 
time. They co-taught a course at Aquinas College titled 
Artists and Writers in Collaboration for 25 years. Miriam 
and Ron will discuss their creative journey together, 
offer images of collaborative works, and encourage an 
interchange with those who participate. 

Keep on the Grass:  
A Brief History of Grand Rapids Parks
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.

May 10

This class is based on the book, Keep on the Grass: A Brief 
History of Grand Rapids Parks produced by the Grand 
Rapids Historical Commission. Christine Byron and Tom 
Wilson will highlight the rich history of Grand Rapids 
parks legacy. There was a time when people flocked to 
city parks in the summer to escape the heat, picnic on the 
lawns, watch baseball games, and swim. Parks provided 
supervised games and activities for the city’s children. 
In the winter, the parks offered skating and sledding. 
Discover where the first parks were located and how new 
parks were developed. 

Having Fun with Watercolors 
Friday, 11:00 - 1:00 p.m.

4 Classes – May 3, 10, 17 & 24

Mary Ann Challa 
is a local artist and 
art educator. She 
studied art at GVSU 
and Aquinas College. 
She taught art for 
the GRPS for many 

years, and she continues with her 
teaching as the “artist in residence” at 
Goodwillie Elementary in Ada.

This watercolor class is designed 
for both the beginning painter 
and for those who already know 
how to paint and want to develop 
their style. It will offer clear, visual 
explanations and easy exercises that 
will build up skills and confidence 
for amateur artists. 

M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 

Note: Please bring your own 
supplies – a suggested list is 
available at registration.

Maximum: 12

Members Only

Art Lover’s Tour of the  
Detroit Institute of Arts
Friday, 8:30 a.m. -5:30 p.m.

May 17

Reserve your spot for 
the day bus tour to 
the Detroit Institute 
of Arts, located in 
Midtown Detroit. 
Henry Luttikhuizen, 
Ph.D., art history 

professor at Calvin College and 
OLLI’s favorite guide will take you 
through one of the largest and most 
significant art collections in the U.S. 
Enjoy free time and lunch on your 
own at the Café DIA either before or 
after your tour. A classic trip – not to 
be missed!

M: $60 NM: $75

Maximum: 50 

Location:  
Meet no later than 8:15 a.m. 
Browne Center parking lot

2019-2020  
Travel Opportunities  

through OLLI at Aquinas

PAINTED CANYONS  
OF THE WEST 

OCTOBER 2019

CHRISTMAS MARKETS  
OF AUSTRIA & GERMANY 

DECEMBER 2019

CUBA 
MARCH 2020

Contact Susan Kohloff at  
skk003@aquinas.edu  

or 616-632-2430  
for more information.
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q  Credit Card q  Mastercard/Visa q  Discover

CC # ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ Exp Date: ___/___

Name (as it appears on the card) _______________________________________________

Please call the OLLI office to register – 616.632.2430

Courses  # of Classes Price Courses  # of Classes Price

Registration Form (Spring 2019)

Name(s)_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________  

City_______________________________________ Zip____________________  

Home #_________________________Cell #___________________________  

Email __________________________________________________________

Membership (2018-2019 academic year) 
qBronze $25  $12.50   q Silver $60  $30 

Pricing Structure

NM BRONZE SILVER

1X $20 $17 $14

2X $40 $34 $28

3X $60 $51 $42

4X $80 $68 $56

**Additional fees may apply**

MONDAY
Empathic Listening 1 ________
Poetry Workshop 3  ________
Acts of Love in Time of War Series
 4/8 – Wingmen till the End 1  ________
 4/29 – Communists Bowed  
  Before God 1  ________
First Dutch U.S. President:  

Martin VanBuren 1  ________
Edna Fuber: Anne’s Book Discussion 4  ________
Medieval Women Mystics 2  ________
Familiar Sacred Stories 3  ________
American Art, 1750-1950 2  ________
Civic Theater: Yesterday and Today 1  ________

TUESDAY
Poetry of Rumi and Mary Oliver 3  ________
The Plantagenet Kings 2  ________
Hinduism: A New Look  

at the World’s Oldest Religion 4  ________
Stories from a  

West Michigan Honor Flight 2  ________
Tuesday Night at the Movies 
 5/7 – Invasion of the  
  Body Snatchers **Add $5** 1  ________
 5/14 – The Time Machine **Add $5** 1  ________
 5/21 – Pleasantville **Add $5** 1  ________
Genetic Testing 2  ________
A Field Trip to Africa through Fiction 3  ________

WEDNESDAY
Three Roman Imperial Women 3  ________
Those Were the Days –  

Songs of the 1960s 1  ________
I Second that Emotion! 1  ________
Evil: And the God of Love and Power 4  ________

WEDNESDAY
The History of Gospel Music 3  ________
Tour Blandford Nature Center **Add $3** 1  ________
Stories from a U.S. Marshall/Security 1  ________
Supernatural Michigan 1  ________

THURSDAY
The American Civil War 4  ________
Tiny Homes on Wheels:  

Airstream Trailers 1  ________
American Conflict/ 
Common Ground Series with Gleaves
 4/18 – Causes of  
  Today’s Political Discontent 1  ________
 5/23 – Can America  
  Achieve Common Ground 1  ________
The Evolution of Sports 1  ________
A Walkabout in Japan 1  ________
Stalin’s Bible 2  ________

FRIDAY
Stories of 19th Century Women of Paris 1  ________
The Lewis and Clark  

Expedition: 1804-1806 2  ________
Science of Happiness 1  ________
Having Fun with Watercolors 4  ________
Bus Trip to the Detroit Institute of Arts  

– OLLI Members $60  ________ 
– Non-members $75  ________

MEMBER FREE CLASSES
 4/26 – The Art of Collaboration 1  ________
 5/10 – Keep on the Grass:  
  A Brief History of GR Parks 1  ________

Total Amount $ ________
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Aquinas College
OLLI at Aquinas
1700 Fulton St. E
Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1801

POSTMASTER PLEASE DELIVER FEBRUARY 25-28, 2019

Look for these classes in the 
June 2019 OLLI Catalog:

Lapping the  
Landmarks Walking Tour

Healthy Eating

Their Eyes Were Watching Us

The American Presidency

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Aquinas 
College is a community of adults joining together to 
achieve personal transformation of mind, body, and 
spirit through lifelong learning and community service.

M
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Spring 2019 
Course Schedule

Classes begin: April 1, 2019

Registration Begins:  
Friday, March 1, 2019

 Phone: 616.632.2430
Fax: 616.732.4480

aquinas.edu/olli

Like us on 
Facebook 


