
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

MESSAGE FROM AQUINAS COLLEGE 
PRESIDENT KEVIN G. QUINN

Thank you for taking the time to consider participating in these 
wonderful Aquinas College’s OLLI course experiences described 
below. As indicated in the College’s Mission Statement, Aquinas 
is committed to lifelong learning and is proud to be celebrating 
45 years of this program.  
It is never  the wrong time  
to learn something new!

SCHEDULE OF COURSES
Fall I 2018

September 5 – October 19

C O U R S E  
H I G H L I G H T S

Healthcare:  
Now and the Future 
page 3

Conquest and 
Contraction:  
A History of Empires 
page 4

American 
Photography of  
the 20th Century 
page 5

Conservatism and 
American Culture 
page 6

Putin’s Russia:  
How We Got to Now 
page 7

American Conflict, 
American Common 
Ground Series with 
Gleaves 
page 8

Pursuit of  
Happy Couples 
page 9

Finding Your Voice:  
Memoir Writing 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Bernstein on 
Broadway 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Conquest and 
Contraction:  
A History of 
Empires 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Tuesday Night at 
the Movies: 
Film Series on Our 
Relationships  
4:00-6:30 p.m. 

English Monarchs –  
The Angevin Kings 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Being Mindful  
9:30-11:30 a.m.

American 
Photography  
of the 20th Century 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

The Last 
Gatekeepers -  
Fall Series with 
Fred Johnson 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

The Generations  
of American 
Foreign Policy: 
WWII to Present 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

The 2018 
Congressional 
Elections 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Healthcare Now 
and the Future 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

FREE MEMBER  
Trapped in  
Vietnam’s Shadow 
9:30-11:00 a.m. 

The 1950s –  
A Golden Age? 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

From Monsters to 
Modest Maidens: 
The First Thousand 
Years of British 
Literature 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Colonial America: 
The Fight  
to Preserve 
Freedom 
1:30-3:30 a.m.

Baking with 
Michigan’s Bounty 
the French Way 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Movie Musicals:  
From The Jazz 
Singer to  
The Greatest 
Showman 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

The Historic  
Cemeteries of Paris 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

FREE MEMBER  
Dorothy Day: A 
Saint for Our Time 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Conservatism and  
American Culture 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Putin’s Russia:  
How We Got to Now 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Religious Freedom  
in America 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Grand Rapids  
Post WWI  
Housing Boom 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Keep on Painting:  
Advanced Watercolor  
with Mary Ann 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

American Conflict,  
American Common  
Ground Series with  
Gleaves Whitney 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

What is Going on  
in Cuba Now? 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Basic Estate Planning  
and Probate 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Antarctica! 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Behind the Curtain 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

A U.S. Supreme  
Court Update 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

From Antiquity  
to Aquinas 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Spanish Baroque  
Art History
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Grand Rapids  
Most Haunted  
Walking Tour 
10:30 a.m. - Noon

The Pursuit of  
Happy Couples 
9:30-11:30 a.m.

FREE MEMBER  
The Lake Michigan  
Mermaid: An 
Intriguing  
Conversation 
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Classes begin September 
5, and the opening 
Membership Kickoff is 
September 24. Popular 
professor, Dr. Fred Johnson, 
will introduce a new 
lecture series - followed by 
breakfast and social time!
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•  Reminder: No OLLI credit/refunds will be given without a 48 hour notice, and all credits must be used before the academic year ends.

• All classes are held in the Browne Center (2001 Robinson RD SE) - unless noted or notified.

•  Class cancellations due to weather at OLLI are based on Aquinas College closing – please check local TV stations and aquinas.edu.
• All special interest groups and small discussion groups require membership.

For the 2018-2019 OLLI academic year, we are again offering a tiered membership designed to provide you with options and 
monetary savings. The tuition costs are less if you join as an OLLI member, and savings are greater with each membership level.

MEMBERSHIP STRUCTURE 

The four different membership levels from which to choose are:

OLLI Membership Fees and Tuition Pricing
(September 2018 – August 2019)

Advantages of Membership
•  Free Member classes designated in each catalog 
•  Great discounts on classes
•  Discounted prices on local performing arts and events 
•  The option (with instructor approval) of auditing a regular 
  Aquinas College class for $150 

Become an OLLI Member today!
Please call 616.632.2430 or send in a completed 
registration form to: 

 OLLI at Aquinas College
 1700 Fulton St. E
 Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1801

GOLD MEMBERSHIP:
$425 Membership fee

Gold members can attend 
unlimited number of classes 
all year. Fees may be added 
for special events, trips or 
class materials.

Tuition Pricing

100% Discount 

SILVER MEMBERSHIP:
$60 Membership fee

Tuition Pricing

30% Discount 

1 wk class- $14
2 wk class- $28
3 wk class- $42
4 wk class- $56

BRONZE MEMBERSHIP:
$25 Membership fee

Tuition Pricing

15% Discount 

1 wk class- $17 
2 wk class- $34 
3 wk class- $51 
4 wk class- $68

NON-MEMBER:
No Membership fee

Tuition Pricing

1 wk class- $20 
2 wk class- $40 
3 wk class- $60 
4 wk class- $80

DON’T MISS THE OLLI MEMBERSHIP KICK OFF BRUNCH 
SEPTEMBER 24 - 9:30 -11:00 A.M.
We are pleased to announce that OLLI’s 
September Free Member Kickoff speaker will 
be popular OLLI instructor, Dr. Fred Johnson III. 
Dr. Johnson is an outstanding scholar and well 
respected history professor at Hope College. He 
is also an accomplished author, writer and award 
winning international speaker. Dr. Johnson will 

give an enlightening preview of his 2018 OLLI 
lecture series titled, “The Last Gatekeepers.” 
Renew your OLLI membership and experience 
another full year of classes, trips and fun PLUS 
register for Dr. Johnson’s first lecture in this series 
and enjoy a delicious brunch and social time 
immediately following his talk.

OLLI Membership Policies
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OLLI TUITION COURSES

MONDAY
The Last Gatekeepers - Fall 
Series with Fred Johnson
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

Fred Johnson, Ph.D., 
is associate professor 
of history at Hope 
College. His primary 
field of study is 19th 
Century U.S. History, 
specifically, the Civil 

War. Dr. Johnson has received many 
awards including Hope Favorite and 
Most Outstanding Professor Awards.

Beginning in September and 
offered through the fall, OLLI is 
pleased to host this lecture series 
from Dr. Fred Johnson, The Last 
Gatekeepers. After Vietnam, 
the U.S. still had to contend 
with the numerous clear and 
present dangers of the Cold War. 
Victory over the Soviet Union was 
finally achieved, but new threats 
demanded heightened vigilance 
and underscored the elusiveness of 
peace.

September 24 – Trapped in 
Vietnam’s Shadow (1973-1978) 
For OLLI members only, the 2018 
Welcome Back Membership Kick 
Off lecture will be followed by a 
brunch. Renew your membership 
for the year, attend the kick off 
lecture as a Free Member Class 
and enjoy social time. The Kick 
Off will be held at the Donnelly 
Center. Register early - this event 
is limited to the first 150 renewed 
memberships!

October 8 – From Tehran to 
Moscow to Kabul (1979-1982) 
In January 1979, few in America 
had ever heard of Ayatollah 
Khomeini. By December 1982, 
the troubling revolution he 
ignited in Iran was compounded 
by aggression from Russia to 
Afghanistan.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Location: Donnelly Center

The Generations of American 
Foreign Policy: WWII to Present
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

2 Classes – September 10 & 17 

Earl Curry, Ph.D., 
history professor 
emeritus, retired after 
32 years at Hope 
College. He has taught 
courses in American, 
Latin American, and 

Irish history. Earl has delivered more 
than 20 papers on American and 
Irish history to various national and 
international conferences. 

Dr. Curry will review the strategies 
of US foreign policies over the 
last half century. These strategies 
have undergone reshaping and 
occasionally been upended by 
unfolding events abroad and by 
political opposition and upheavals 
at home. Its familiar signposts: 
Cold War, anti-war demonstrations, 
peace movements, the new 
world order, regime change, 
and the vaguely neo-isolationist 
slogan make America great again, 
will invite our attention and 
assessment.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

The 2018 Congressional 
Elections
Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

3 Classes – September 10, 17 & 24 

Donald A. Zinman, 
Ph.D., is an associate 
professor of political 
science at GVSU. 
His research centers 
upon the presidency, 
political parties and 

American political development.

This is a course about elections 
for Congress: Senate and House of 
Representatives. Prof. Zinman will 
cover the fundamentals that make 
up a race for Congress, including 
candidate recruitment, fundraising, 
messaging, advertising and 
debates. In recent election cycles, 
races for Congress have reflected 

national political trends, rather 
than local issues. During the 
presidencies of Bill Clinton, George 
W. Bush and Barack Obama, 
midterm congressional elections 
have functioned as a sort of 
referendum on the president’s 
performance. The 2018 elections 
are likely to play the same role. 

M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

Healthcare Now and the Future
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

1 Class – September 17

Paul Farr, 
MD is a retired 
gastroenterologist 
who practiced his 
entire career at Mercy 
Health Saint Mary’s 
in Grand Rapids. 

Jean Nagelkerk, 
Ph.D., is the Vice 
Provost for Health at 
GVSU.

Drs. Paul Farr and 
Jean Nagelkerk will 

cover the history of healthcare 
insurance, healthcare reform and 
the personnel needs of the healing 
professions as we move into the 
future. Did Obamacare achieve 
what we believed to be necessary? 
If not, why not? What are the 
models of insurance and care 
in other countries? What are we 
going to do in the next few years? 
What is the future of Medicare, 
Medicaid and private insurance? 
Come explore these questions and 
possibly present some solutions to 
problems, which remains politically 
difficult, but affects all of us. 

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

UPDATED
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TUESDAY
Finding Your Voice:  
Memoir Writing
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

4 Classes – September 11, 18, 25 & 
October 2

Deb Moore helps people preserve 
their life stories in print through her 
business, The Stories of Your Life.

Everyone has a story 
to tell – have you 
told yours yet? Join 
Deb for inspiration, 
instruction, writing, 
sharing and 
feedback. You’ll be 

surprised how easy and rewarding 
it can be to write your personal 
or family history, one story at a 
time. While structured to set new 
participants on their memoir-
writing journeys, don’t hesitant to 
retake this class if your writing is 
stalled and needs a kick start.

M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 

Maximum : 18, Members Only

Bernstein on Broadway
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

2 Classes – September 11 & 18

Michael Dodge is 
an adjunct professor 
at Aquinas College 
where he teaches 
humanities. Michael 
earned his MA in 
divinity from the 

University of Chicago and his 
interests include religious and 
American history and speculative 
fiction and contemporary theater. 

To celebrate the centennial 
of Leonard Bernstein’s birth, 
come and explore the music he 
composed for and presented 
on the New York stage.  From 
On the Town and Candide to 
West Side Story (including other, 
lesser known works), Bernstein 
and his collaborators created 

musical forms that changed 
and enriched American theater.  
Who knows:  there may be live 
performances during class...

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Conquest and Contraction:  
A History of Empires
Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

3 Classes – September 11, 18 & 25

Mark Hoolihan, 
Ph.D., received his 
doctorate from MSU 
and has taught there 
as well as Lawrence 
Technological 
University, 

Kalamazoo College and Aquinas 
College. His teaching and research 
interests include Eastern Europe, 
Jewish history and the Middle East.

This course traces the history 
of the world’s major empires, 
from the earliest empires of the 
Ancient Middle East to European 
colonialism. What caused empires 
to expand? What caused their 
decline? Are there patterns to be 
noted?

M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

Tuesday Night at the Movies: 
Film Series on Our 
Relationships 
Tuesday, 4:00-6:30 p.m. 

September 11, 18 & 25

Henry Idema, Ph.D., 
received a BA and 
an MA at U of M and 
a Ph.D. from the 
University of Chicago 
and is an ordained 
Episcopal priest who 
did his theological 
training in Cambridge, 
MA. He has authored 
two books and for 
over 25 years has been 
writing columns for 
newspapers in West 
Michigan.

The evidence is in about what 
makes us happy – it is the quality 
of our relationships. The flip side 
is that what makes us miserable is 
our relationships. Henry will look at 
relationships in this film series from 
these perspectives: parent/child, 
lovers/friends, and does money 
matter?

September 11– Cat on a Hot Tin 
Roof (1958), Elizabeth Taylor, Paul 
Newman and Burl Ives

September 18 – Far From Heaven 
(2003), Julianne Moore, Dennis 
Quaid and Dennis Haysbert

September 25 – As Good As It 
Gets (1998) Jack Nicholson, Helen 
Hunt and Greg Kinnear

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 

Note: Price is per lecture 

Additional Fee $5 per class

Maximum: 40, Members Only

English Monarchs –  
The Angevin Kings
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

2 Classes – October 9 & 16

Gary W. Burbridge, 
Ph.D., taught 
anthropology and 
history at GRCC for 36 
years. While at GRCC, 
he developed courses 
in Native American 

Cultures, Introductory Archaeology, 
and Irish Archaeology. As a professor, 
he co-led tours to Europe, including 
study tours to Ireland. 

England was ruled by the Angevin 
kings (men of French origin, who 
succeeded the Norman rulers) from 
1154 through 1259. This period of 
English history is filled with stories 
we have all heard - the famous 
marriage of Henry II to Eleanor of 
Aquitaine, the death of Archbishop 
Becket, the great warrior and 
crusader Richard “the lionhearted, 
and the era of “good” King John 
and the mythical Robin Hood. 
Join Gary to hear these stories, 



M = members      NM = non-members5

COURSES CONT.

 

and many others, of these famous 
rulers of England - looking not only 
at the monarchs, but also at the 
people they ruled and the wars 
they fought. This is the third part of 
an ongoing series on the Monarchs 
of England.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Being Mindful 
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

2 Classes – October 9 & 16

Pat Latus-Kennedy, 
M.Ed., is a 25 year 
educator and 
counselor. She uses 
her education in 
psychology and 
health to focus on the 

components of stress management.

Mindfulness is the practice of 
focusing your attention on the 
present moment, while accepting 
your thoughts, feelings and 
emotions without judgement. 
With Pat’s guidance, students 
will experience mindfulness in 
a supportive setting. Current 
research will be introduced 
about the benefits of practicing 
mindfulness along with tips on 
how to make this practice part of 
everyone’s daily life. Meditation 
techniques such as breathing, body 
scan and mountain meditation will 
be discussed.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

American Photography  
of the 20th Century
Tuesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

2 Classes – October 9 & 16

Darlene 
Kaczmarczyk in an 
emeritus professor 
at Kendall College of 
Art and Design where 
she taught graduate 
and undergraduate 

photography and photo history. 

As we moved from Victorian times 
to an outward-facing modern 
world, the European art world 
moved its focus from Paris to New 
York and photography followed 
suit. No longer just a document 
or the product of a machine, 
photography took on the status of 
fine art as the century progressed. 
In this class, Darlene will discuss 
the most significant American 
practitioners of photography as 
an art form, their work, and how 
artistic movements, most notably 
Surrealism, Modernism and Post-
Modernism are manifested in the 
field.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

WEDNESDAY
The 1950s – A Golden Age?
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

4 Classes – September 12, 19, 26 & 
October 3

Albert Bell, Ph.D., is 
professor of History 
at Hope College. His 
research interests 
focus on ancient 
Rome in the first 
century A.D. In 

addition to articles and stories, 
Dr. Bell has published historical 
mysteries for adults and children, his 
most recent, Death in the Ashes, the 
fourth in the Pliny series.

Many people consider the ‘50s 
a Golden Age when life seemed 
simpler and safer. Norman Mailer, 
though, called it “the worst 
decade in human history.” It was a 
decade that produced classic TV 
shows and some of the greatest 
pop music of all time. But it also 
produced the Cold War, Brown 
v. Board of Education, and the 
murder of Emmett Till. Join Al as he 
examines significant aspects of this 
important time in our history.

M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80

From Monsters to Modest 
Maidens: The First Thousand 
Years of British Literature
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

3 Classes - September 12, 19 & 26

Jason Stevens Ph.D. is 
assistant professor of 
English at Cornerstone 
University. He earned his 
MA and Ph.D. from the 
University of Dallas. 

Attention literature lovers – this 
course is for you! Jason will share 
his perspective and outline 
the major texts, authors, and 
developments of British literature 
from its Anglo-Saxon roots, 
medieval romance, Elizabethan 
drama through to the beginnings 
of the English novel of manners 
and social conventions in the 18th 
century. 

M: Bronze $51 Silver $42 NM: $60

Colonial America: The Fight  
to Preserve Freedom
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 a.m.

1 Class – September 12

Michael Deeb, Ph.D., 
earned his doctorate 
from Wayne State 
University. After 
teaching high school, 
college, and university 

courses, and owning an accounting 
practice, he returned to his first 
love, American history. Michael has 
written many books on the Civil War. 

By 1763, France was expelled from 
North America and Great Britain 
was the most powerful nation in 
the world. At that time, the people 
of the North American colonies 
were the most free people on 
earth and satisfied to be part of 
the British Empire. So, why did 
American leaders and most of 
the people choose to go to war 
with England in pursuit of full 
independence? It had to be about 
more than just taxes.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20
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Baking with Michigan’s 
Bounty the French Way
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

1 Class – September 19

Born and raised 
in West Michigan, 
Susan VandenBerg 
is a Le Cordon Bleu 
Paris trained pastry 
chef and former ER 
physician. Through 

her Grand Rapids based cottage 
business, The French Tarte, she 
offers classes in French pastry 
techniques as well as delicious 
French style pastries, tarts, 
shortbread and assortments for 
afternoon teas and special occasions. 
She also shares her common sense 
approach to recipe evaluation and 
interpretation and her baking tips 
and techniques on her blog “Baking 
with The French Tarte.”

Join Susan on a French culinary 
adventure as she reviews the many 
ways to create both sweet and 
savory French style baked goods 
using the bounty from Michigan’s 
gardens, fields and farms - 
fruits, veggies, herbs, cheeses! 
Think cherry clafoutis, apricot 
jalousie, rustic fruit or veggie 
galettes, goat cheese/tomato/basil 
tart, potato and herb fougasse and 
so much more. Susan will also 
demonstrate a couple of pastry 
techniques, provide recipe 
handouts and offer a sampling of 
treats.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 

Add Fee: $5

Maximum: 35, Members Only

Movie Musicals:  
From The Jazz Singer to  
The Greatest Showman
Wednesday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

4 Classes –  
September 26, October 3, 10 & 17 

Ian MacNeil is a 2014 
graduate of Aquinas 
College, where he 
earned degrees in 
political science 
and mathematics. 
Embracing his liberal 

arts education, he developed an 
academic interest and personal 
passion for film that has transpired 
into weekly and monthly film clubs, 
published reviews, and a partnership 
with the Grand Rapids Public Library. 
Now employed as a curriculum 
and training developer in the 
woodworking machinery industry, 
Ian is happy to celebrate his fifth year 
as an OLLI instructor.

Five, Six, Seven, Eight! With the 
birth of the “talkie”, the movie 
musical became a national 
phenomenon, entering a golden 
age defined by Astaire and Rogers, 
An American in Paris, and Irving 
Berlin that lasted through the 
1950s. A turbulent, yet symbiotic 
relationship with Broadway 
during the Sexual Revolution 
soon brought the stage (Barbra 
Streisand, Cabaret, and Steven 
Sondheim) to the screen, and 
the 1980s saw Disney pit The 
Little Mermaid against Purple 
Rain. The 21st century has been 
a mix of spectacle and creativity 
from Moulin Rouge! to La La Land. 
Join Ian for an 80-year tour of 
Hollywood through the lens of 
song and dance that is sure to 
leave you tapping and humming.

M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80

The Historic  
Cemeteries of Paris
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

2 Classes – October 10 & 17

Steve Soper is 
a former digital 
photo archivist and 
photographer. Steve 
also volunteers as 
a curator at the 
Museum of Computer 
Art. View his portfolio 

at www.stevesoper.com

Steve will explore the four most 
popular cemeteries of Paris: Passy, 
Montmartre, Montparnasse and 
of course Père-Lachaise. Students 
will meet some of the world’s 
greatest artists, musicians, writers, 
and many of France’s most revered 
historical, cultural and intellectual 
treasures. Students will also hear 
some truly amazing stories that 
live on in stone and local memory. 
They’re all dead of course but 
that doesn’t stop the French from 
leaving notes, stones, Metro tickets 
and otherwise paying homage 
not just to a person but also to 
their own history. Steve will focus 
our attention on the incredible art 
open air museum that is Père-
Lachaise and examine just a few of 
nearly 2,000 works of art. Between 
the stories and the art, you’ll soon 
understand why more than 3 
million people visit this cemetery 
every year.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

THURSDAY
Conservatism and  
American Culture
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

4 Classes –  
September 13, 20, 27 & October 4 

Paul Murphy, Ph.D., 
is professor of history 
at GVSU specializing 
in American 
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intellectual and cultural history. He 
earned both his MA and doctorate 
from Indiana University. This course 
draws on his recent book, The 
New Era: American Thought and 
Culture in the 1920s.

In the 1950s, a disruptive, anti-
establishment band of radical 
“extremists” challenged what they 
called the liberal establishment; 
within three decades, they were 
the dominant political force in 
the nation, propelling Ronald 
Reagan to the White House in 
1980.  Politically, liberals have 
been on the defensive ever since, 
yet conservatives continue to see 
themselves as embattled outsiders, 
bridling at liberal disrespect and 
the perceived marginalization of 
their values even while considering 
themselves a silent, moral majority.  
Paul will focus on the rise of 
conservatism, its complexities 
and contradictions, and its role 
in American culture. The aim is to 
shed light on our polarized times.

M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 NM: $80

Putin’s Russia:  
How We Got to Now
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

2 Classes – September 13 & 20

Scott Lingenfelter, 
Ph.D., is a visiting 
professor at GVSU, 
and specializes in 
early 20th century 
Russian history and 
teaches courses in 

world, European, and American 
history. Recent books include 
Russia in the 21st Century and 
The Modern West: Issues and 
Perspectives. His current project 
is the story of the Soviet sale of the 
world’s oldest Bible to the British 
Museum in 1933. 

Over 25 years ago, Russian 
communism came crashing down 
and with it the end of the Cold 
War. But tensions with Russia have 
reemerged. Since 1991, we have 

seen the ghosts of the past haunt 
every effort at cooperation and 
partnership. How did we get to 
this point? Is Putin responsible? 
Has U.S. policy complicated these 
efforts? And what are the prospects 
for a more constructive bilateral 
relationship? Dr. Lingenfelter 
will answer many of these timely 
questions in Putin’s Russia: How We 
Got to Now.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Religious Freedom in America
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

2 Classes – September 13 & 20

John Pinheiro, Ph.D., 
is professor of history 
and the founding 
director of Catholic 
Studies at Aquinas 
College. He holds a 
Ph.D. in history from 

the University of Tennessee. Pinheiro 
is the editor or author of books 
and articles on the early American 
republic. He often talks to audiences 
about early American history and 
religious liberty.

In recent years, federal statutes as 
well as state laws have threatened 
to undermine religious liberty in 
the U.S. Dr. Pinheiro will explore 
the history leading up to and 
immediately following the addition 
of the First Amendment, with its 
religious liberty clauses, to the 
U.S. Constitution. Students will 
look at flashpoints in American 
history involving religious liberty 
issues and the coming to grips 
with religious plurality in America, 
highlighting anti-Catholicism.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Grand Rapids  
Post WWI Housing Boom
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

1 Class – September 20

Pamela 
VanderPloeg has 
graduate degrees in 
library science from 
Indiana University 
and management 
from Aquinas College. 

Pam founded the West Michigan 
Modern Project that documents 
and promotes the restoration of 
midcentury modern architecture and 
design.

Grand Rapids WWI soldiers 
returned home in 1918 to a 
mood of optimism. Business was 
booming in the city and there was 
a new generation of architects and 
builders, some of them veterans 
who served in diverse ways from 
designing pre-fab military housing 
to aerial photography. At least two 
female architects were designing 
homes in the city.  A severe 
housing shortage was being 
addressed by the construction of 
modern apartment buildings with 
a Chicago flair, and new suburban 
residential neighborhoods were 
being constructed.  Grand Rapids 
Herald editors called it everyone’s 
patriotic duty to build beautiful 
homes!  Pam VanderPloeg will 
share the images and the stories of 
this rich architectural period.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Keep on Painting: Advanced 
Watercolor with Mary Ann
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

4 Classes –  
September 27, October 4, 11 & 18

This course is for 
those who have had 
prior experience 
painting with 
watercolors. You will 
learn to make paint 
do what you 

COURSES CONT.



Call to register: 616.632.2430 8

want it to while still creating vibrant, 
expressive works of art. Students 
will select the subject matter they 
would like to work on and bring 
their own reference materials or 
photos. Topics for demonstrations, 
still life set-ups or group themes 
may be requested. Students will 
receive individual instruction and 
assistance from Mary Ann Challa 
along with review and emphasis 
on the Eight Principles of Painting.  
Please bring your own supplies.

M: Bronze $68 Silver $56 

Maximum: 12, Members Only

Location: 2nd Floor Conference 
Room, Browne Center

American Conflict,  
American Common 
Ground Series with  
Gleaves Whitney

Thursday, 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

This year Gleaves 
Whitney, director of 
GVSU’s Hauenstein 
Center for 

Presidential Studies, will offer a 
series of ten lectures on conflict in 
American history as seen through 
the eyes of its major antagonists. 

September 27 – Gleaves will look 
at the fierce debates between 
Alexander Hamilton and Thomas 
Jefferson. They had different 
visions of the nature of America. As 
a bonus, since the musical Hamilton 
is coming to town in 2019, students 
will hear instructive (and fun) 
selections from the score that has 
swept Americans off their feet.

October 11 – Join Gleaves as 
he takes an even closer look at 
Thomas Jefferson, but this time 
in critically important debates with 
the evangelical Christians of his 
day who came out of the Great 
Awakening. To what extent was 
America to be a Christian nation? 
To what extent a secular nation? Be 
prepared to be surprised by some 
of the answers.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Note: Price is per lecture

Location: Donnelly Center

What is Going on  
in Cuba Now?
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

2 Classes – October 4 & 11

David Stark, Ph.D., is 
associate professor of 
history at GVSU. As a 
historian of colonial 
Latin America, he is 
interested in enslaved 
populations of the 

Spanish Caribbean. David’s work 
focuses on the demography and 
family life of slaves in eighteenth-
century Puerto Rico. 

After six decades of Castro rule, 
many people are left wondering 
what this means for Cuba and its 
citizens. What does it mean for the 
future of U.S.-Cuba relations? Will 
life under Cuba’s new president 
Miguel Diaz-Canel be any different 
than under the Castro’s? David will 
explore these and other topics of 
interest related to what is going on 
in Cuba now.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Basic Estate  
Planning and Probate
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

1 Class – October 18 

Mary L. Williams, 
Attorney, Notre Dame 
1987, has focused 
her practice in Estate 
Planning, Probate and 
Real Estate. 

Do you have an Estate Plan? If 
so, is it up to date? If not, are you 
interested in finding out what an 
Estate Plan should include? Estate 
planning should not be daunting 
or avoided. And, it’s never too late 
to plan for the future. Mary will 
cover the basics of wills, various 

trusts, powers of attorney, and 
patient advocate/advanced 
directives. We’ll also discuss the 
current status of Federal Estate and 
Gift taxation and how and when 
the Probate Court may become 
involved in a person’s life and/or 
death.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Antarctica!
Thursday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

1 Class – October 18

Yes, Kate Dernocoeur 
did the Polar Plunge...
twice. She’s that 
“enthusiastic” to 
try new things. In 
everyday life, she lives 
a quiet existence on 

a serene gravel road in Vergennes 
Twp, until called to one of her 
various duties with Ada Fire Dept, 
Kent County Search & Rescue, or the 
investigative team of the Medical 
Examiner’s office in Ionia County. Oh, 
and she writes, too.

It’s known as the “White Continent.” 
It’s the only continent without a 
native human population. It’s very 
far away. Antarctica! Traveling there 
as a tourist, Kate Dernocoeur “saw” 
the continent the way someone 
visiting the tip of Cape Cod “sees” 
America...but what a glimpse! 
Incredible vistas, wildlife, history 
along the Antarctic Peninsula...
and a Polar Plunge, too. Come hear 
about crossing the Drake Passage 
to the Seventh Continent and get 
ready for some amazing photos.

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

Great
New

Series!
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COURSES CONT.

FRIDAY
Behind the Curtain
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

1 Class – September 7

Mike Lloyd will be 
setting the stage 
for the upcoming 
2018-2019 Broadway 
Grand Rapids season 
- and beyond! Not 
only will he be 

talking about this year’s amazing 
Broadway shows, but he will also 
let us in on a few special musicals 
coming to town the following year. 
Students will also have a chance to 
peek at what is behind the scenes 
at these incredible productions via 
video. We will also be giving away 
2 free Broadway Grand Rapids 
Season Tickets to two lucky 
students in attendance!  (Students 
must be members to attend the 
class.)

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14

A U.S. Supreme Court Update
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

1 Class – September 14

David Ryden, Ph.D., 
professor at Hope 
College, has a J.D. 
from the University of 
Minnesota Law School 
and a Ph.D. from The 
Catholic University 
of America. His areas 

of specialization are religion and 
politics, American constitutionalism, 
and parties and elections.

Professor Ryden will take a closer 
look at the results of the High 
Court’s 2017-2018 term, with 
important opinions expected 
on issues ranging from voting 
rights, the constitutionality of 
gerrymandering, and unions to 
immigration, religious conscience 
and freedom, and anti-abortion 
speech rights. What broader signals 
regarding the direction of the 
Court can be divined from 

the decisions this term? How has 
the Court evolved in a post-Scalia 
world? What is the legacy thus far 
of Scalia’s replacement, Justice 
Gorsuch? And what is likely to lie 
ahead, particularly in light of the 
retirement of associate Justice (and 
swing voter) Anthony Kennedy? 
Part Two will be in the November 
session. 

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

From Antiquity to Aquinas
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

2 Classes – September 21 & 28

Michael McDaniel, 
Ph.D., is professor 
of mathematics at 
Aquinas College. 
Although his 
doctorate is in math, 
he takes his family, 

faith, animals and OLLI preparation 
seriously. 

Trying to construct a circle and a 
square with the same area used 
to be considered cool, before 
the word “cool” even existed. 
The Greeks began a story which 
ended at Aquinas College in 2015. 
Students will get to see how 
Euclid, Archimedes, DaVinci, Alice 
in Wonderland, and the curvature 
of space became parts of the story. 
Students will also meet the not-
so-famous people who finished 
the story with their non-Euclidean 
creations at Aquinas College. See 
for yourself whether squaring the 
circle in a curved space is as cool as 
it sounds.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Spanish Baroque Art History
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

2 Classes - September 21 & 28

Marsley Kehoe, 
Ph.D., received 
her doctorate in 
art history from 
the University of 
Wisconsin, and her 
specialty is Dutch 
Global Art and Art 

History. She has published articles on 
17th century 

Dutch urban planning in Jakarta 
and on 17th century travel literature, 
as well as on decorative arts in the 
Netherlands. She is currently working 
on the historical architecture of 
Curaçao.

Spain in the 17th century was a 
unique presence in Europe and 
the world - with territorial and 
religious connections to the Italian 
peninsula and the Italy’s well-
known artistic traditions, political 
and artistic connections with the 
Netherlands, and also colonial 
presence in Asia and the Americas. 
El Greco and Diego Velasquez are 
probably the best-know of the 
Spanish artists of this period. This 
course will examine how Spain 
relates to European art history, and 
what makes it unique through a 
close look at some familiar Spanish 
paintings as well as lesser-known 
paintings and sculpture.

M: Bronze $34 Silver $28 NM: $40

Grand Rapids  
Most Haunted Walking Tour
Friday, 10:30 a.m. - Noon

1 Class – October 12

Caroline Cook 
has a love for 
everything Grand 
Rapids. She founded 
Grand Rapids 
Running Tours in 
2014. Caroline tells 

fascinating tales and gives guided 
tours of Grand Rapids – highlighting 
the city’s culture, history and growth.

Do you believe in ghosts, 
ghouls, poltergeists, apparitions, 
phantoms, spooks, or things that 
go “bump” in the night? If one 
person sees a ghost, you may 
blame it on an active imagination; 
but if two or more people see the 
same spirit you may just reconsider. 
Caroline will lead participants by 
several downtown Grand Rapids 
iconic locations where there have 
been many sightings or unusual 
activity. She will attempt to answer 
two questions on this spooky 
journey… 

continued on next page

Season
TicketDrawing!
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Who suffered a tragic death here? 
And are they still hanging around? 

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 

Location: Meet no later than 10:15 
a.m. at the JW Marriott Hotel 
lobby – dress for the weather!

Maximum: 30, Members Only

The Pursuit of Happy Couples
Friday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

1 Class – October 19

Tim Cusack is a 
speaker, trainer and 
corporate entertainer 
who has inspired 
people to appreciate 
life, work and 
relationships. Tim 

tours nationally presenting trainings 
for corporations, educators and 
health care organizations. He is also 
a professional actor and performs in 
TV and radio commercials. 

Tim recently published Me Too: 
Extraordinary Everyday Moments 
That Connect Us. 

Join Tim as he shares the surprising 
secrets that research has unveiled 
about the highest satisfaction with 
your partner. This information, 
based on the most extensive 
survey of romantic relationships 
ever – is devried from the book The 
Normal Bar. How do happy couples 
behave? Are there techniques we 
can learn from them? What are 
the tiny, or not so tiny, habits that 
drive partners absolutely batty? 
How does money play a role in 
relationships? Guaranteed to 
enlighten and entertain!

M: Bronze $17 Silver $14 NM: $20

This is Where I Stand 
Dave Kampfschulte 
facilitates these 
popular, OLLI 
Member Only 
group discussions. 
If you have been 
searching for 

stimulating conversation and the 
chance to reflect on your opinions 
and your beliefs – this is the class 
for you! Participants will have the 
opportunity to have a facilitated 
discussion where they stand on 
current issues, ethical dilemmas 
and the meanings of words and 
phrases. Leave with a reinforced 
clarification of your belief system 
and a better understanding of 
other points of view, in a time 
where that is more critical than 
ever. 

Wednesdays, September 5, 12,  
19 & 26 from 11:45-1:15 p.m. 

Bronze $52 Silver $44

Maximum: 16, Members Only

OLLIMEMBERSHIP KICK OFF!

FREE MEMBER CLASSES 

OLLI KICK OFF!  
Trapped in 
Vietnam’s 
Shadow
Monday  
9:30-11:00 a.m. 

September 24

Location: Donnelly Center

Join our welcome-
back-to-school event 
by renewing your 
membership and 
hearing the first lecture 
of this series by Dr. 
Fred Johnson. Defeat 

in Vietnam forced the U.S. to reassess 
its role in the world, and confront the 
conundrums of its limitations despite 
being a superpower. Stay for the 
brunch following the lecture - limited 
to 150 people so renew and register 
early!

The Lake Michigan Mermaid:  
An Intriguing Conversation
Friday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.

October 5

Join authors Linda Nemec Foster and 
Anne-Marie Oomen as they discuss 
their new book, The Lake Michigan 
Mermaid. It is a gripping tale--told 
entirely in poems--of a young girl’s 
desperate search for guidance in a 
world turned upside down by family 
upheaval. Lykretia takes refuge 
in her beloved lake in the face of 
her grandmother’s illness and her 
mother’s divorce. One day, she spots 
a creature in the water--something 
beautiful and inexplicable--and begins 
a conversation with a mysterious 
mermaid who saves her in more ways 
than one. Accompanied by haunting 
illustrations, the book offers a tender 
tale of friendship, redemption, and the 
life-giving power of water.

Dorothy Day:  
A Saint for Our Time
Wednesday 
1:30-3:00 p.m.

October 17

Rosalie Riegle, author of Dorothy 
Day: Portraits by Those Who Knew 
Her, will update participants on the 
canonization process of this most 
American saint. She will also invite 
discussion on the implications of 
canonizing a saint who famously said, 
“Don’t call me a saint. I don’t want to 
be dismissed that easily.”

RESERVE YOUR SEAT 

now for a day trip  
and play to 

Chicago’s Shakespeare Theater  
with Gary Eberle

October 25! Limited seats

Call (616) 632-2430  
for details
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Registration Form (Fall I 2018-2019)
Name(s)_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________  

City_______________________________________ Zip____________________  

Home #_________________________Cell #___________________________  

Email __________________________________________________________

Membership (2018-2019 academic year)  
qBronze $25    q Silver $60    qGold $425

MONDAY
The Last Gatekeepers Series
 10/8 – From Tehran to  
  Moscow to Kabul 1 ________
The Generations of American  

Foreign Policy 2 ________
The 2018 Congressional Elections 3 ________
Healthcare Now and the Future 1 ________

TUESDAY
Finding Your Voice: Memoir Writing 4 ________
Bernstein on Broadway 2 ________
Conquest and Contraction:  

A History of Empires 3 ________
Tuesday Night at the Movies
 9/11 – Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 1 **Add $5** ________
 9/18 – Far From Heaven 1 **Add $5** ________
 9/25 – As Good As It Get 1 **Add $5** ________
English Monarchs –  

The Angevin Kings 2 ________
Being Mindful 2 ________
American Photography  

of the 20th Century 2 ________

WEDNESDAY
The 1950’s – A Golden Age? 4 ________
From Monsters to Modest Maidens 3 ________
Colonial America:  

The Fight to Preserve Freedom 1 ________
Baking with Michigan’s Bounty 1 **Add $5** ________
Movie Musicals 4 ________
The Historical Cemeteries of Paris 2 ________

q  Credit Card  q  Mastercard/Visa q  Discover
CC # ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ Exp Date: ___/___

Name (as it appears on the card) _________________________________________________

Call the OLLI office to register at 616.632.2430

Courses  # of Classes  Price

Pricing Structure

NM BRONZE SILVER

1X $20 $17 $14

2X $40 $34 $28

3X $60 $51 $42

4X $80 $68 $56

**Additional fees may apply**

Courses  # of Weeks  Price
THURSDAY 
Conservatism and American Culture 4 ________
Putin’s Russia 2  ________
Religious Freedom in America 2 ________
Grand Rapids  

Post WWI Housing Boom 1 ________
Keep on Painting 4 ________
American Conflict,  

American Common Ground Series
 9/27 – Hamilton/Jefferson 1 ________
 10/11 – Thomas Jefferson 1 ________
What’s Going on in Cuba Now? 2 ________
Basic Estate Planning and Probate 1 ________
Antarctica! 1 ________

FRIDAY
Behind the Curtain 1 ________
A U.S. Supreme Court Update 1 ________
From Antiquity to Aquinas 2 ________
Spanish Baroque Art History 2 ________
Grand Rapids  

Most Haunted Walking Tour 1 ________
The Pursuit of Happy Couples 1 ________

MEMBER FREE CLASSES
MEMBERSHIP KICKOFF!
 9/24  – Trapped in  
   Vietnam’s Shadow 1 ________
 10/5 – The Lake Michigan Mermaid 1 ________
 10/17 – Dorothy Day:  
   A Saint for Our Time 1 ________

Total Amount $ ________
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Aquinas College
OLLI at Aquinas
1700 Fulton St. E
Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1801

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Aquinas 
College is a community of adults joining together to 
achieve personal transformation of mind, body, and 
spirit through lifelong learning and community service.

M
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Fall I 2018 
Course Schedule

Classes begin: September 5
Registration begins: August 6 

 Phone: 616.632.2430
Fax: 616.732.4480

aquinas.edu/olli

Like us on 
Facebook 

Look for these exciting FALL II classes:

The Story of English

What Victoria and Albert Wore:  
19th Century Fashion

World Religions

Episodic History of Baseball

Nell Gwynn at Navy Pier –  
Chicago Bus Trip with Gary Eberle!  
Thursday, Oct 25 
Call and reserve your seat now!
Limited to the first 35 registered!


